CHAPTER-6
RELATIONS BETWEEN MAN AND WOMAN

COMMON FEATURES

According to the scriptures of Hinduism, Christianity and Islam, what is said in
Chapter 5 applies equally to man's relations with woman. Virtuous conduct in relation
to woman is given special importance, as woman is the vehicle for the continuation
of the family and the race. It is, however, unfortunate that the woman's special
endowments have been her un-doing. The followers of the three religions have, in
actual practice, fallen short of honouring the scriptural prescriptions. This is mainly
due to historical circumstances of the origin and spread of each religion, the general
dominance of the maje and other social, economic and political factors. It is a pity,
that religious leaders of different hues have tried to provide scriptural support to the
denial of the legitimate rights of women, particularly their right to be treated as an
equal and essential partner in accordance with the scheme of God's creation.

SPECIAL FEATURES
(1) Hinduism

Hinduism has goddesses in its pantheon and Shakti, the feminine form of divine
power, is widely worshipped. Woman is required to be given a high place of honour
in a Hindu family. Marriage is treated as a sacrament and a commitment for seven
lives. Wife is described as ardhangini (half body) and Sahadharmacharini (a
compulsory co-performer in all religious rites and other grihasta dharmas or house-
holder duties).

According to a mantra recited in the marriage ceremony, the bridgeroom tells the
bride : "Hereafter you will be the lord over the members of my family, your in-laws,
viz., my father and mother, my sisters and brothers". Manusmriti declares : "Fathers,
brothers, husbands and brothers-in-law who wish for good fortune should revere
the women and adore them. The gods delight in places where women are revered
but where women are not revered, all rites are fruitless, When women of the family
are miserable, the family is soon destroyed, but it always thrives when the women
are not miserable" (Manusmriti, 9th edition, Nirnay^sagar Press, Bombay, 1933,
Chapter 3, P.55-7). The same authority stresses the neied for protection of women in
all stages of life, by fathers in youth, by husb^rids after marriage and by sons in old
age (Manusmriti, Ibid, Chap. 9, Verse 3); this' verse is Saderstood by most Hindus to
mean that women do not deserve freedom in any stage and is therefore required to
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